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Bennington County Solid Waste Alliance
210 South Street, Suite 6
Bennington, VT 05201
(802) 442-0713 x302




Draft Meeting Minutes
Wednesday June 25, 2025; 4:00 to 5:30 PM 
BCRC Offices; 210 South Street #6, Bennington VT 05201 with Remote Option

Town Representatives Present: Nancy Bushika, Town of Stamford; Rob Gaiotti, Town of Dorset; Stu Hurd, Town of Bennington; Scott Murphy, Town of Manchester; Linda Schmidt, Town of Sandgate; Tom Shuey, Town of Pownal

BCSWA Staff: Scott Grimm-Lyon, Paula Kamperman
1. Call to Order and Approval of Minutes: Stu Hurd called the meeting to order at 4:12 PM. The minutes from the April 16, 2025 meeting were reviewed. A motion to approve the minutes was made by Hurd, seconded by Scott Murphy, and were approved unanimously.

2. BCSWA Officer Elections
The position of President has been vacant since March. Stu Hurd was nominated for president by Murphy, seconded by Shuey, and elected unanimously. Discussion then turned to the treasurer role, with Tom Shuey agreeing to serve. Tom Shuey was nominated for president by Hurd, seconded by Murphy, and elected unanimously. The board also noted that while bylaws provide for a secretary, the Alliance has typically functioned with only a president and treasurer.

3. FY26 Budget: The board reviewed the proposed FY26 budget, beginning with Scott Grimm-Lyon’s presentation of the original figures totaling $257,144. He explained that after further review, he had developed a revised proposal reducing the budget to $252,144 through $5,000 in strategic cuts. The largest adjustments included eliminating website management expenses by taking on routine updates himself, reducing dues and memberships, and trimming general supplies and equipment costs. Members noted that despite the increase from the FY25 budget of $234,951, the higher figure largely reflected the true operating costs of the Household Hazardous Waste Facility, which does not leave much room for cost savings.

After a brief discussion, a motion was made to approve the budget was made by Murphy, seconded by Rob Gaiotti, and was approved unanimously.

4. BCSWA/BCRC Contract Renewal: The BCSWA/BCRC contract was updated from the draft in the meeting packet to reflect the newly approved FY26 budget figures. After discussion, a motion to approve the contract renewal with updated budget numbers was made by Murphy, seconded by Anthony Thompson, and passed unanimously.

5. Solid Waste Implementation Plan Update: Scott reported that all 13 member towns had approved the Solid Waste Implementation Plan (SWIP), with Rupert being the final approval on 6/18/25. Approval from each local Selectboard was done to meet Alliance bylaw requirements. The plan will be submitted to the State before the deadline of June 30, 2025.

6. Legislative Update: Grimm-Lyon went over two notable developments in State law from the 2025 legislative season. First, amendments were made to Vermont’s Household Hazardous Waste Extended Producer Responsibility law. Since the state had not been able to secure a private stewardship organization by the July 1, 2025 deadline, the law was revised to allow the Secretary of Agriculture to administer the program directly. Second, the state’s paint stewardship program will expand to include aerosol products starting July 1, 2026, additionally, existing paint fees were codified into statute rather than administrative rule, making them more stable and less subject to change.

7. Outreach & Events Update Paula Kamperman reported that BCSWA is actively participating in farmers markets in Arlington, Dorset, Manchester, and Bennington. Recent outreach included events at Shaftsbury Elementary, the Village School of North Bennington, and a toddler program at Bennington Free Library. Kampermann will also be hosting a composting presentation for adults at BFL on July 24 with additional outreach taking place at the town-wide tag sale in Bennington and North Bennington on July 26.

July 12 will be BCSWA’s first paint distribution event, which will allow unused paint to be redistributed to local schools, arts groups, and nonprofits, reducing recycling costs while earning credits through the PaintCare program.

The Compost Committee continues preparations for Garlic Town USA, with grant funding being used to support volunteer supplies and to support business owners who are shifting to use compostable serviceware for the event. The event will take place on Labor Day weekend. The BCSWA compost committee has been asked to assist with waste management at the Bennington Food Truck Festival on August 16, 2025. Newsletters and social media outreach remain ongoing.

8. Public Comments: No public comments.

9. Next Meeting/Adjournment: The next meeting will be September 17, 2025, at 4PM at the Bennington County Regional Commission office, 210 South Street #6 Bennington, VT.

A motion to adjourn was made by Tom Shuey, seconded by Murphy, and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 4:39 PM.
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